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A another in Indianapalis [19& 2}, the
fifth ecition of the Urited States
Olympic Committes’s Matioral Sports Fasti-
val returned to its Birthplacs in Colorado
Springs. The 1383 evert ran from June 24
through July 3 and provided the fast major
getogether of America's top athletes in
this pre-Olympec year 1o hone their skils for
the ultimate challenges at Sarajevo next
February and Los Angeles next July. And
50 the courttdown has begun for all the
gitted hope{uls.

Coloraco S Springs. aptly mcknamed the
“Amateur Spors Capital of the United
States,” is tha home of the Uniled Stales
| Clympic Committee, the Otympic Training
Center ana sevenieen amalaur sports fed-
aralions. With first caliber sports facilities,
including those at the Air Force Academy,
as wall as climate and aittude conditions
conducive to supesior athletic parlorm-
ance, Colorado Springs can boast of a her-
tage rich with a diversity of sporls activities
from classic inlernational competitions to
innovative youth programs

And speaking of youth, Atan was pre-
sent this year o conduct a one-day video
games corlest exclusively for the enjoy
ment of those athletes partcpating in the
Mational Spaorts Festval, Contenders were
invited to match skil's against our leading
coin video gamas—ine "Atan Triathlon.” Six
minutes of supreme effort provided a rue
Olympean test for each entrant with a com-

petitive format based on cre gamea of Pole
Pogition” and a two-minute time limit on
both Millipede™ and Xewvious®®.
Games weare proviced by Bill
Vice President and General Manager of

Curley,

Philip Moss Digiributing, and maintained
by B |, Smith of 5 & § Amusement Com-
in Coles |al’1(}3|m

A.ar]am,' Cdmmlc
Training Certter, and Deaf and
Blind School. Both advance and onsite
reqistraton took place Players with the
highest combined scores rer e & varie-
ty of Alari product prizes, including the
ATARI 2600™ Video Computer System, the
ATARI 400™ Computer, assortmerts of car-
tridges for both, and one coveted Xevious

35, The Ic| irrigment

1983 National Sports Festival Could
Be the Start of Somethlng Olympic

awards were given 1o the top three ovearall
tournament champions as well as the res-
pecive top three winners at each site.

Ol the 2 825 athletes in atlendance on
June 23, 463 or 16% parlicipatad in the
Atari competition, They learned about the
tournament from antry forms inseried in
Participants" Aegistration Packets, posters,
pre-regestration forms to be depasited in
Atari Video Games Conles! receptacies lo-
caled in athletes' hospitality rooms in the
four dorms, and by word of mauth. Mari-
ann Layne. Manager of Marketing Serv-
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| coin video game. Gold, Siver and Bronze

Look Out
New Orleans!

We're coming into the final stratch
now. . cant you just hear the
swest soulful sounds of that Bour-
bon Street jazz band? Can' you
Just taste that good ol’ Cajun food?
Cant you just imagine the fload of
excitement that will be sel loose
when video games meet Dixigland
inone big bang?

AMOA Exposition 1983 pro-
fmises 1o shr the soul and arouse
the imagination. The industry is in
fior & new leal of lechnologios
wizardry, And ATAR| will be therain
baoths numbering 811-831 and
910-830 for the run of the show
(October 28-30) . . ,doing our part,

Join usl For a little hana-jive. For
alittle shrimp crecie, For alot of
surprises, And even more razzie-
dazzie
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Frank Becker Heads West as National
Field Service Manager

Mo, you're not sesing double when you
meet him in person. Likewise, you're not
hearing double over the phane. Frank
Becker is a somewhal younger versian of
Darl Davidson, Director of Technical Serv-
lee. . . not a "spittin’ image” but very
similar in persanality, demeancr and en-
thusiasm. And this young man on the rise
would have o go far to find a more suitable
mentor

Frank has moved into our California
hesdguarters after naving been with Atari
for five years in the New Jersey office, pro-
gressing through the East Coast cycle of
“banch” tlechnician, Technical Supervisor,
and Ragronal Field Service Manager. Hav-
ing diametrically diverted his pursuit of a
college major from accounting to engin-
aering, he was first employed by Laser
Dicde Labs where he helped design laser
systemns used for telephone applications
and guidance systems on jets.

Although nol actively seeking a change
of companies. he received a call from an
amployment agency informing him of cp
portuniies opening up with a game manu-
facturer callad “Atari” What the heck—he
decided fo stop by the plant on his way
nome late one afternoon. Dressed inthe
lamniliar garb for technicians and enginaers
of jeans and spons snirt, he was surprised
tand a bd embarrassed) to find a very up-
cated cifice and first-class surroundings.
Hig spon-io-oe boss proved unruffled by
Frank’s appearance and just had one
question: Al | want to know is are you any
good?” to which Frank replied, 1'm darmn
good. Ctharwise, | wouldnt be here” He
was on board as of May 1, 1978,

With the support of lwo very strong
Regional Fiald Servica Managers, Bob
Saimons anc Barmie Barranger, Frank
already has plans to inifiate some new
diractons toward providing better service
1o the field. In adaition 1o the currently ex-
isting Fieid Service Bulletins which tackle
head-on those probeems that require m-
megiale attantion and the “Tech Tips"
publicaton which dispenses genaral infor-
mation, a Service Newslatter o highlight
manugal and part changes is now on the
drawing board. "We need 1o convey to the
operators how much we care about tham "
Frank stresses. “Sometimes it seems that
all they near from manulacturers is buy,
buy, buy. We want them to know that whean
thay buy an ATARI game, it's one that's
here to stay, and we will be hare 1o help
themn keep it running.” He has leamed that
fisld knowledge gainad from operators is
absolutely irvaluable and communication
15 essential on a steady, up-to-date basis
Operators who phone in tor a fix to a pro-
blem are encouraged to make a secand
call to let Field Service know if the fix ac-
Lually worked|

« b

In ragard 1o belter servicing our distribu-
tors, Frank intends to conduct technical
schools specifically for them when major
hardware changes are introduced. Dis

tributors really need exra help during
those first couple of menths & new game is
relessed.” Our participation in operatar
schools, sponsoced by distributors, will
alst continue,

Allhough one might surmise that Frank
will be spanding the major portion of his
fime on the road, he insisis on a philoso-
phy of being available back at the home ol-
fice to accept & major share of the phone
call load, both cuigoing and incoming.
The objective is to generate operator as
well as distributor input. He will, nowever,
travel encugh o keep a first-hand feel for
what's going on out in the fielg.

Darl Davidson is the first to admit his for-
tune in having forged such a we'l-rounded
and compatible leam through Elaine
Shirley, Customer Service Manager, and
Frank Becker Between the thres of them
and their professional staffs, confidence
abounds that these exists no stumbling
block they can't get around, over, under or
through . . _the shared goal is simply to
give the best service in the worldl
Frank Becker's Direct Ling AD8-745-2077

California Techrecal Service  BOC-538-1611
California Customers Service  80C-5381530
Mew Jersey Technice Senice  B00-526-3843

THE FORCE" can
be with you always
with a souvenir
ATAAI STAR WARS® |
poster now available |
through Customer
Service in quantities
of ten for $20.00 and
any applicable sales
tax. Ploase send check
or money order to:
STAR WARS POSTERS,
‘Atari Customer Service,
1105 North Fair Oaks
Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA
940886,
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Congratulations to Our Friends of

the California Special Olympics!

The Special Olympic Oath

‘Let e win, but
if f cannat wirn,

let me be brave
it the atternpt.”

>

University of California
at Berkeley
June 24-26, 1983

TS YOUR
' BUSINESS |

The following excerpi s taxen from an in-
spiting letter distributed fo chentele by Mr
Hank Heiser, Vice President and General
Manager of the Livoria, Michigan branch
of Bally Micwest. Just 55 & feam prepares
for the start of & now game, we, too, can
use & iittle pep talk. "Coach” Heiser calls
ie—first—{0 action and than fo & renewed

glory (reprinted by permission of author).

| am sure you dont need me to tell you that

the glory days in our business of the 1980 |

through the first half of 1982 are over. The
fal is gone: The easy buck is not to be
found in our industry today,

We have all made culs or are in the pro-
cess of deing so. Problems continue. We
are cantinually narassed by legislators who
supposedly have the “best intarest of their
constituents at heart”. There are still too
mary fiy-by-nighis in the business contrit-
uting to the giut of egupment on the strest
today. There are loo many people you talk
to within our industry predicting doom. The
fact is, we don't have to accept the prophe:
cies of these GLOOMCASTERS,

Mow is the time o make up your mind to
be awinner and to do that you must oe on

| awinning team, Natice | did not say sur-
al

vive, theword is. . WIN. If survival
you are looking for then do yoursell and

the industry a favor, and toss in the sponge.

That will leave those of us who are
dedicated and committed 10 our cain ma-
chine irdustry, ready 1o take up the gaunt-
let and go forth to ever greater successes
than what was enjoyed, in those all ioo
brigt, fat times.

You migy scoff at this rhetoric if you so
please, bul believe me. attitude, a positive
attitide is B0 of the game.

WE ARE WINNERS
BUT CAN ONLY CONTINUE TO BE 50
IF ¥0OU ARE WINNERS TOO.
Be awinner. . \We arain a greal industry,
THE BEST IS YET TO COME




National Sports
Festival coninued

ices, reports on ber return from Celorado
Springs: "We wantad to provide an enter-
tainment source for the athletes and offer
them the oppartunity to compete ina so-
il context—stricty for fun, It was exciting
to see how willing they were totry 2 new
sporl: The games provided an activities
center where the young men and women
could gather in yet anather spirited
ervironment”

In-amare humarous vain, Ms, Layne re-
lates: "Only when you see these athietes in
oerson do you lully realize just how tall they

reglly are in general! They actually dwarfed
1he viceo games they wears playing, But
you could also see the powers of concen-
fralion they've masterad in thesr own sport
oeing carned over into the video games
contast”

‘With all hopes now turned toward the
Olympics. Alen will be presert there, tog, in
the role of sponsor. As the offica video
gamas for the 1984 summer spaciacular,
coin video favortes will be installed in the
Clympic Villages for the recreational enjoy-
meri of the participants during their stay in
Lios Angeles. Wa're on our way.

Presdinn is Brepresrad an aim %
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Chris Frazier Gains the Gold
In Two Fields of Competition

Chris Frazier may be hat on whes's, but
hefs just as hat at the controls of our “titanic
threesome™. Pole Position’, Milipeds™ and
Xevious*. He proved his skilis &t the Na
tional Sportz Festival whera ha captured
three Gold Medals for speed roller skating
and a fourth for being the cverall #1 charm-
pion in the Atan Video Games Contest. In
addition to the Gold, he waz awardea an
ATARI 2600™ VCS with 12 cartridges and a
Xevious coin-op game,

Although speed roller skating wil not be
nciuded in the 1984 Summer Dlympics
lineup, Chris is always ready o go the
distance. as was seen in the National Com-
petition in Fort Warth, Texas dunng med-
August and his vying for placement on the
‘World Team. In his junior division, the dif-
ferent distances involved are 500, 1000,
1500, and 3000 meters. To prepars for the
various meets, he practices four hours a
day for six days a week. He also puts in
250-300 miles of bike nding per week o
Build up his wind and legs.

Al age 17, Chris will return to Airline High

School in Bossier City, Louisiana this fall as
a serior where he will add track and field
as wel as weight lifing to his srenuous
physical ragimen. Howaver, dunng the
school year, his studies take precedence
aver skating. Being a strong student in
math and compauter science, he plans to
continue this direction in college and pos-
sibly enter into the medical figld. Chris
takes the Gold in academics as attested to
by the fact thal he iz a National Honor
Sooiety Member, Mational Merit Scholar
and has also recaived his Letter for
Leadership.

Chris has been speed skating for the
past four years since the local Cryszal
Palace roller nink announced the formation
of & team. He now fravels quite extensvely
throughout the scuthern United States with
this group and is working toward the hope
tha: the 1988 Olympic Games will finally in-
corporate this event, But whatever course
his life takes, we're sure hell come out a
fast-rack winner
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